2017 Resolution on Sanctuary Synod

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

Holy Scripture repeatedly calls us to welcome the stranger (cf.
Leviticus 19:33—34; Matthew 25:31—46), and that this welcome is
one of the core values of our faith; AND

the Southwest California Synod is home to many immigrants and
refugees; AND

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) “has welcomed more
than 379,000 refugees to the United States through the initiative of
Lutheran congregations... and Lutheran churches remain our vital
partners as we continue to welcome newcomers,” AND

“sanctuary means providing moral, spiritual, psychological, financial,
legal and sometimes physical accompaniment and support for
undocumented immigrants facing possible detention or deportation,”
AND

our sisters and brothers in the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles, with
whom we are called to be in common mission, became a “Sanctuary
Diocese” by the action of their Diocesan Convention in December 2016,
and with whom we are ecumenical partners in Interfaith Refugee and
Immigration Services (IRIS); AND

the City and County of Los Angeles are places of sanctuary; therefore,
be it

that the Southwest California Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America be declared a Sanctuary Synod; AND

that the congregations of our Synod will commit to pray for refugees
and immigrants among us and will strive to be places of radical
welcome, refuge, and protection; AND



RESOLVED, thatrostered ministers and members of our churches should seek to
embody a prophetic witness and articulate a vision of God’s justice;
AND

RESOLVED, that we will work to protect the dignity, safety, and basic human needs
of all immigrants and refugees among us, even by resisting policies that
seek to turn away and harm the stranger.
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